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and the increasing number of weekly and monthly journals
afforded ample scope for the literary enthusiasm of this set
The ideas which actuated these young men cannot be bet-
ter described than by the names of their magazines.
These enthusiasts wrote books, mostly elementary, on
science and mathematics, history and biography. Ranch-
hodbhai, for instance, wrote the history of the Medes, the
Persians and the Egyptians; Mahipatram and Nanabhai
Haridas, later a judge of the High Court, a collection of
biographies;   Mohanlal   Ranchoddas, a  history   of   the
Marathas, Mehtaji Durgaram (1809-1878) had left Bombay
in 1826 to settle in his native Surat.   Though a Nagara
Brahmana by caste, he renounced orthodoxy and started
a   vigorous    campaign   against   custom   and   supersti-
tion, social and moral evils, ghosts and miracles.   He also
wrote on science; started a tract publishing society, the
Tustaka Prasaraka Mandali'; and organized a small band of
co-workers.   But the litho press which he wanted to instal
in Surat met with a curious fate.   The English Collector of
Surat was an arrogant representative of the ruling race.
When requested by the head master of the English school
to examine the students in geography and grammar he ex-
claimed, " What ? Geography and grammar to the Black-
iesl" This man would not allow Mehtaji to set up the press
within the limits of the town. A mission press, no doubt, had
worked in the town since 1817, but a press in the hands of
a 'blackie' might, he thought, provide a weapon to attack
the officials.   Mehtaji however remained undaunted  and
set it up outside the town. In 1844 he organized 'Manava
Dharma Sabha' for discussing problems of social reform.
In 1826 Tuljaram Sukharam, inspired by the new spirit,
opened a school in Ahmedabad which was being awakened
to modern conditions. In 1846 an English civilian, A.
Kinloch Forbes, came there as assistant Judge. He
studied Gujarat!, established contact with cultured men of
the province, and, in 1848, acquired a friend and associate
in Kavi Dalpatram Dahyabhai. Between them they collect-
ed old manuscripts, gathered tales of heroism fromcaranas,

